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“The purpose of education is to give children the tools they need in order  
to find Joy in life.”   

  Mae Carden  
 

Curriculum Philosophy and Method 
 

Our school uses the Carden Curriculum, which is language based with an emphasis on 
comprehension. Mae Carden, an expert in the field of education, designed the Carden curriculum 
to teach to each student’s individual capacity to learn. Her ideas about the classroom have been 
proven to be highly successful at drawing out and building upon the individual student’s love of 
learning. The Carden curriculum has been in place for over 50 years and there are currently 80 
Carden schools nationwide. 

Positive reinforcement:  Current scientific and educational studies document the benefit of 
positive reinforcement in the classroom. Mae Carden understood this aspect of teaching, and built 
it into the foundation of the method. Every lesson builds character in students so they want to be 
successful. 

Small group instruction:  Most lessons are given in small groups of two to five students at a 
teaching table.  This ensures that the teacher can see each child’s paper and each child’s eyes so the 
teacher has instant and accurate feedback on individual understanding.  This increases student 
participation and success, ensuring eagerness to learn. 

Intentional sequencing and layering of information:  Skills, tools and knowledge are 
intentionally sequenced and layered for students, so that every new piece is a building block to 
success. The simple sentence patterns learned in kindergarten are not only still relevant, but 
exceptionally helpful in clarifying meaning in the works of Dickens and Shakespeare in the 8th 
grade, and the events learned in a history lesson are used in math problems and as spelling words. 
For example, when sentence diagramming “The Jabberwocky” by Lewis Carroll in the 8th grade, 
students often refer back to their Junior Primary lesson where the first step is to “find the doing 
word.” This helpful and simple reminder of the basics helps those students to be able to analyze 
complex sentence patterns. 

Customized to individual learning styles:  This curriculum caters to many different learning 
styles including visual, auditory, and tactile. When a teacher gives a lesson, the students first hear 
the lesson and repeat it back to the teacher, then they see the lesson as the teacher writes it on her 
own paper or on the chalkboard, and then they write it themselves. This gives students a chance to 
learn in their own way, while also encouraging practice in the styles that don’t come as easily. This 
process happens not only in group lessons, but also in the “seatwork” time at the students’ desks. 

Multi-age classrooms:  At the Carden Country School, students are taught in two-grade 
classrooms, so even when they are not at the teaching table, students are consciously or 
unconsciously hearing the other grade’s lessons.  This allows younger students an opportunity to 
hear the lesson that the older students are working on and therefore feel more confident when it is 
their turn to participate themselves and older students get daily review of past material when they 
hear the younger grade lessons.  
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Miss Carden’s Philosophy and Method 
 

The highly-successful Carden Method is a complete curriculum in which all subjects are 
interrelated and reinforced both within and among grade levels. Lessons are taught in a clear, 
sequential manner. This orderly, consistent approach facilitates learning and provides our 
students with a thorough academic foundation. 

To fully develop a child’s potential, a positive school experience is vital. Miss Carden’s 
carefully-sequenced curriculum and gradual, step-by-step approach help build confidence; her 
method ensures a secure environment that allows each child to realize his potential. 

Core subjects are taught in small groups. Grouping guarantees greater individual attention, 
increases participation, and heightens a child’s eagerness to learn. It helps to meet the 
individual needs of each child. 

The Carden Method teaches children how to think, rather than what to think. We encourage 
our students to think for themselves, to express their ideas with clarity, and to reach their own 
logical conclusions. Carden students do not merely learn; they are inspired to learn. 

At Carden, we believe that each child has the desire and ability to learn. We educate the whole 
child, mind, heart and spirit. 

Miss Carden’s sequential and integrated curriculum, her practical teaching techniques, our 
carefully-trained staff, and our small class size foster success in an environment that allows for 
individual attention. We view every child as capable of succeeding, and we work diligently to 
ensure that they do. 

“It is the basic purpose of the school to awaken in each student the desire to learn and to equip him with 
a solid foundation of learning skills and basic knowledge which will enable him to reach logical 

conclusions and to proceed with confidence and pleasure through a lifetime of learning.” 
Mae Carden 

Carden Hall, Newport Beach 

 

 


